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Riley Grants Seek to Prevent Youth Violence and 

Drug Use in Jefferson County
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded three grants totaling $104,198 to help Jefferson County youth avoid the dangers of drug use and violence. 
Hoover City Schools will use a $57,763 grant to provide an after-school program for Latino students enrolled in the English as a Second Language program at Gwin, Green Valley and Rocky Ridge elementary schools and Simmons Middle School. The program will include after-school tutoring sessions as well as a drug and violence prevention curriculum called “Too Good for Drugs and Violence.” 
The Birmingham-based Children’s Aid Society will conduct a peer-mentoring program for students at Center Street Middle School with a $31,500 grant. The program involves parents and includes school and community activities that promote avoiding violence and substance abuse.
A $14,935 grant to Gateway, also based in Birmingham, will help the organization partner with Midfield City schools to implement a drug and violence prevention strategy called the “Promoting Positive Thinking Strategies Program.”
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grants which Riley awarded from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Education.

Riley notified Andy Craig, superintendent of Hoover City Schools, Gayle Watts, executive director of the Children’s Aid Society and James Loop, executive director of Gateway, that the grants had been approved.
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