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Riley Awards $57,516 to Aid Abused Children in Tuscaloosa County
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $57,516 to an organization that provides support and counseling to child victims of severe physical and sexual abuse in Tuscaloosa County.
The Tuscaloosa Children’s Center serves child victims and non-offending parents or caregivers through counseling, providing a family advocate and the services of a forensic interviewer.
“Abusing a child is a horrible, repulsive crime,” said Riley. “I commend the children’s center for their dedication to helping children and families as they overcome the trauma of abuse.”
The family advocate service provided by the organization supports the non-offending parent or caregiver in order to help them better care for the abused child. They serve as a liaison between the child, family, mental health providers and medical personnel as well as help them through the court process.
The forensic interviewer conducts the actual interview with the abused child in order to provide information, testify in court and prepare reports for effective prosecution. The center also provides individual, family and group therapy sessions to aid in recovery.
Riley notified John A. Mize, the center’s president, that the grant had been approved. Local funds of $14,379 will supplement the award.

Funding for the grant was made available to the state through the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.
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