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Riley Awards $85,000 to Help Abused Children in Jefferson County
MONTGOMERY—An $85,000 grant has been awarded by Gov. Bob Riley to a Birmingham-based non-profit organization that helps children who have been sexually or physically abused.
Prescott House provides counseling, an advocacy program and support services for child abuse victims and their non-offending parents or caregivers in Jefferson County.
“Children are the most innocent and vulnerable of crime victims,” said Riley. “I commend the staff of Prescott House for their service to abused children and their families.”
Prescott House assists the Jefferson County Department of Human Resources and local law enforcement agencies with their investigations of cases involving child sexual abuse or severe physical abuse. The organization conducts forensic interviews and provides free counseling to victims and families.
The organization’s advocacy program ensures that cases of child sexual abuse are reported to all agencies that need to be involved, that the non-offending caregivers receive support in order to protect the child from any further abuse and that the child victim receives appropriate mental health services and is comfortable with the court process.

Riley notified Mary Murphy, executive director of Prescott House, that the grant had been approved. Local funds of $17,000 will supplement the award.
Funding for the grant was made available to the state through the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the award.
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