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Riley Awards Grant to Support Prosecution 

of Domestic Violence Cases in West Alabama
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $30,000 to the Pickens County Commission to support a law enforcement unit dedicated to investigating domestic violence and sexual assault cases in three west Alabama counties. 
The grant will help continue the 24th Judicial Circuit Domestic Violence/Sexual Assault Unit. The unit investigates cases and helps victims in Fayette, Lamar and Pickens counties.

“Domestic violence and sexual assault are serious crimes, and abusers must be punished,” Riley said. “I am pleased to support this unit’s work to put offenders behind bars.”
The unit is headed by an assistant district attorney who prosecutes domestic violence cases in the three-county area. Two investigators specializing in domestic violence and sexual assault cases also are part of the unit. 

In addition to prosecuting cases and helping prepare victims for court, the unit provides training to help local law enforcement officers improve their responses to situations involving domestic violence to increase the chances of successful prosecution. 


The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant 
which Riley awarded from funds made available to Alabama by the U.S. Justice Department.



Riley notified Willie Colvin, chairman of the County Commission, that the grant had been 
approved.
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