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Riley Awards Grant to Help Abused Children in DeKalb County 
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $57,600 grant to help abused children in DeKalb County recover from physical or sexual abuse. 
The DeKalb County Children’s Advocacy Center in Fort Payne will use the funds to provide victims with services necessary for recovery and to prosecute the offenders 
“Child abuse is a particularly heinous assault upon the most innocent in our community,” said Riley. “I commend the center’s staff for working to lessen trauma and helping these children along the road to healing.”
The center provides a forensic interviewer who interviews children in a non-threatening environment. The taped interviews eliminate the need for victims to experience the ordeal in retelling the abuse.  
A therapist works with the child and non-offending parents to ensure they receive the necessary help in overcoming abuse. A family advocate provides support to the family to help them care for and protect the child.

Riley notified Elizabeth Wheatley, the center’s executive director, that the grant had been approved. Local funds of $14,400 will supplement the award.
Funding for the grant was made available to the state through the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the award.
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