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Riley Awards Grant to Help Rape Victims in Northeast Alabama
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $92,100 grant to an organization that serves victims of sexual assault in seven counties in northeast Alabama.
Daybreak Crisis Recovery Center Inc., located in Anniston, provides a rape crisis program to victims in Calhoun, Cherokee, Cleburne, DeKalb, Etowah, Randolph, and Talladega counties. The center offers a 24-hour crisis line, forensic interviews with a specially trained nurse and crisis counseling in and out of their office.
“Sexual assault is one of the most terrible crimes in our society,” said Riley. “I commend the staff of the Daybreak Crisis Recover Center for being available 24 hours a day to help victims of this devastating crime.”
Established in March 1995, the center provides free counseling services, and also offers referrals to other community organizations for victims who need assistance with substance abuse treatment, housing, utility bills, health care and parenting classes.
The center works closely with local child advocacy centers, district attorney’s offices and the Department of Human Resources to make sure that the needs of victims and their families are met throughout the judicial and emotional recovery processes. Daybreak also educates medical staff and law enforcement officers about the dynamics of sexual assault, drug facilitated rape and evidence collection. The education and training encourages better evidence collection and helps in prosecuting offenders.
Elaine Barbee, president of Daybreak’s board of directors, was notified by Riley of the grant’s approval. Local funds of $7,025 will supplement the award. This grant is in addition to a $28,100 grant recently awarded by Riley.
Funding for the grant was made available to the state through the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.
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