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Riley Awards $150,000 for Hurricane Response Preparation
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $150,000 to the Department of Public Safety in order to purchase necessary equipment for more effective hurricane response.
The equipment will help the department continue to communicate with law enforcement agencies even if the main communications equipment is damaged by a hurricane.
“Preparation and communication are essential to ensuring public safety during a natural disaster,” said Riley. “This equipment will help the department better serve Alabama residents.”
 The grant will be used to purchase back-up generators for mobile offices used by state troopers during natural disasters. The generators will enable troopers to continue communication in the event of a power outage or damage during natural disasters.

During the devastating hurricane season of 2005, Alabama’s state troopers were working to help Alabamians. They directed traffic at major intersections when traffic lights went out, provided preventive patrols to deter looting and provided security and other assistance at shelters and sites that distributed food and water. Troopers also conducted search and rescue missions, cleared local roads and helped deliver food, water and supplies to citizens in areas that had been damaged by storms. 
Riley notified Col. J. Christopher Murphy, director of Public Safety, that the grant had been approved. 

Riley awarded the grant with funds made available to the state through the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the award.

--30--
 


Alabama Department of Economic


and Community Affairs





Bill Johnson


Director











Office of the Governor





Bob Riley


Governor








State of Alabama











