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Riley Awards Grant to Help Abused Children in Etowah County
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $92,591 grant to help child victims of sexual and physical abuse in Etowah County overcome the trauma of the abuse and begin the recovery process.
The grant will help the James M. Barrie Center for Children Inc. in Gadsden continue providing forensic evaluations and counseling to child abuse victims.
“No child should ever experience abuse, but those who do need access to professional assistance” said Riley. “I commend the center for their efforts to help abused children throughout the healing process.”
The center works with multiple agencies involved in the abuse investigation, including the Department of Human Resources, local law enforcement and the district attorney’s office. The approach is designed so victims only need to tell their story one time to reduce the trauma of having to tell details of the abuse multiple times.
The center also has a family advocate who provides information, gives referrals and offers other support for the non-offending parents.

Riley notified Chris Haney, president of the board of directors, that the grant had been approved. Local funds of $23,148 will supplement the award.

Funding for the grant was made available to the state through the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the award.
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