[image: image1.jpg]




      For Immediate Release:








Contact:
      Thursday, January 17, 2008







Josh Carples












(334) 242-5525
Riley Grant to Help Domestic Abuse Victims in Southwest Alabama
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $22,000 grant to an organization that helps victims of domestic abuse in Mobile and Washington counties.
The Penelope House Family Violence Center in Mobile serves domestic violence victims by providing a 24-hour crisis line, safe shelter, counseling and court advocacy. The center also refers victims to other agencies in order to make sure their needs are met.
“Domestic violence can leave long-lasting emotional scars,” said Riley. “I commend Penelope House for serving victims and helping them recover.”
The organization was established in 1979 to meet the needs of domestic violence victims, and the center has operated a court advocacy program for more than 12 years. The advocacy program helps victims understand the dynamics of domestic violence and their legal rights. Advocates provide support and guidance to victims during their involvement with the criminal and civil court systems. The program also takes a proactive approach by reviewing court dockets and police reports to identify and contact victims who will have dealings with the court system.
Penelope House also serves the community by providing information and training about domestic violence issues to local law enforcement agencies, hospitals, schools and community organizations. 

Riley notified Kathryn Coumanis, the organization’s executive director, that the grant had been approved. This award supplements a previous grant of $117,056.
Funding for the grant is made available to the state through the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.
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