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Riley Awards Grant to Reduce Domestic Violence in Marion County
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $20,450 grant to decrease domestic violence incidents in Marion County.
The Marion County Commission will use the funding for the continuation of the Marion County Family Violence Prevention Program. The program, implemented by the district attorney’s office as part of its Domestic Violence Crime Unit, seeks to educate the public about domestic violence and raise awareness to prevent or curtail domestic violence. 

“Domestic violence should never happen,” Riley said. “Public awareness and education can ensure that victims receive help and that offenders are punished. I commend the staff of this program for their service to this community.”
The funding will help employ an investigator and prosecutor to investigate domestic violence cases and effectively prosecute offenders. The investigator and prosecutor will conduct quarterly training sessions to educate police on how to understand and respond to the psychology of domestic violence. The program will also continue to work with local law enforcement agencies, civic organizations, churches and shelters to provide necessary services to victims.
Riley notified Don Barnwell, County Commission chairman, that the grant had been approved. Funding for the grant was made available to the state through the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.
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