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Riley Grant to Help Reduce Domestic Violence in Lawrence County
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded an $81,670 grant to the Lawrence County Commission to reduce domestic violence in the county by investigating cases and prosecuting offenders.
The Domestic Violence Unit of the Lawrence County Sheriff’s Department will use the funding to continue investigating domestic violence cases in order to prosecute offenders more effectively.
“The County Commission and Sheriff’s Office are sending a message that domestic violence will not be tolerated in Lawrence County,” said Riley. “I commend these officials for their dedication to protecting victims and prosecuting offenders.”
The unit also investigates cases involving sexual assault and stalking. The members of this unit undergo special training for working domestic violence cases. Unit members will receive updated training to keep up-to-date on laws involving domestic violence.
To address the problems of domestic abuse throughout the community, the unit works with the Department of Human Resources, the district attorney’s office, Faulkner University and local shelters like Safeplace Inc. 
Riley notified County Commission chairman Mose Jones that the grant had been approved. Local funds of $27,223 will supplement the award.

Funding for the grant was made available to the state through the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.
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