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Riley Awards Grant to Support Victims of Domestic 

Violence in Calhoun and Cleburne Counties
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $49,200 to aid victims of domestic violence in Calhoun and Cleburne counties.
The Calhoun County Commission will use the funds to help continue the work of the Family Violence Trial Unit, which is part of the district attorney’s office in Anniston. The unit seeks to reduce domestic violence and help victims get justice by prosecuting offenders.
“Domestic violence is a terrible crime that destroys families,” said Riley. “I applaud the Family Violence Trial Unit for its efforts in reducing domestic abuse in both counties.”
The unit prosecutes offenders involved in domestic violence, sexual assault and stalking cases. They also educate victims on the criminal justice process and help them find shelter, counseling and other necessities to aid in recovery from abusive situations. If desired, victims receive assistance in filing protection orders. 
Law enforcement officers also receive training from the unit on domestic violence issues.
Riley notified Robert W. Downing, County Commission chairman, that the grant had been approved. Local funds of $16,400 will supplement the award.
The grant funding was made available to the state through the U.S. Department of Justice. The award is administered by the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs.
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