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Riley Awards Grants to Reduce Underage Drinking
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $332,500 to discourage minors from using alcohol and to prosecute establishments that sell to people who are under the legal drinking age. 
Riley awarded a $127,500 grant to the Alabama Chapter of Mothers Against Drunk Driving and $85,000 to Alabama Students Again Destructive Decisions. Both groups have proactive programs designed to enlighten minors on the harmful effects of alcohol. A $120,000 grant to the Alabama Alcoholic Beverage Control Board will enable that agency’s law enforcement division to continue prosecuting offenders who sell or supply alcohol to minors. 
“Alabama’s youth need to understand the harmful effects and consequences of underage drinking,” said Riley. “I commend these organizations for encouraging youth to avoid alcohol.”
MADD works with communities across the state to raise awareness about the dangers of alcohol and driving under the influence. SADD has chapters in many middle schools, high schools and colleges that provide prevention information on underage drinking, drug use, impaired driving and other destructive behaviors.

The law enforcement division of the ABC board conducts investigations which can include placing businesses under surveillance if they are suspected of selling alcohol to underage customers. Riley notified Glenda Richardson, state council chairwoman of MADD, Emory Folmar, administrator of the ABC board and John Perkins, director of Alabama SADD, that the grants had been approved.
Funding for the grants was made available to the state through the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the awards.
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