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Riley Awards Grant for Special Worker Training in Coffee County
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $20,850 grant to help workers at a Coffee County plant learn new skills to meet increasing demands in their industry.
Kelley Foods of Alabama Inc. in Elba will use the grant to provide training for at least 65 employees. Sessions will be conducted on building customer relationships, providing excellent customer service, improving communication, following safety guidelines and computer training. Workers taking part in training will help the company improve its productivity and increase their earning potential through the new skills.  
“Kelley Foods is one of many businesses in Alabama being assisted by the Incumbent Worker Training Program,” said Riley. “I am pleased that this program is able to help create jobs and a more efficient work force in Alabama.”
Kelley Foods is a multi-million dollar food-processing plant that produces cured and fresh meats and sells 26 categories of food and food-related items. The company, which employs 170, serves south Alabama, Georgia, Mississippi and the Florida panhandle.

The year-long training, which began Oct. 1, is being taught by The Gulas Group of Madison,  Unipro of Atlanta, Business Training Works of Port Tabocco, Md., and 360 Training of Austin, Texas. 
Erik Ennis, the company’s human resources manager, was notified by Riley of the grant’s approval. The company has committed $23,347 for its share of the training cost.
Funding for the grant was made available to the state through the U.S. Department of Labor. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.
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