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Wiregrass Area Domestic Violence Victims Helped by Riley Grants
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $294,116 to provide assistance to victims of domestic violence and sexual abuse in eight southeast Alabama counties. 

 The House of Ruth Inc., which has offices in Dothan and Troy, will use the grants of $178,100, $99,360 and $16,656 to continue providing services to victims in  Barbour, Bullock, Coffee, Dale, Geneva, Henry, Houston and Pike counties. 
“Domestic violence and sexual assault are inexcusable crimes that can leave long-lasting physical and emotional scars on victims, said Riley. “I commend The House of Ruth in helping victims recover.” 
In 1982, the organization began providing services to domestic violence victims and their children and extended the services in 1991 to include sexual assault. The organization provides a 24-hour crisis hotline to offer immediate assistance to victims. Victims receive counseling and court advocacy services. These services are also offered to children who have witnessed domestic violence or been victims themselves.
The organization trains law enforcement professionals and first responders on improved methods to treat victims. Educational programs offered to students in middle school through college teach about the causes, myths and laws regarding domestic violence and sexual abuse. The agency also provides information on its services. 
Riley notified Paul Cowley, president of the organization’s board of directors, that he had approved the grants. Local matching funds of $29,004 will supplement the awards.

Funding for the grants was made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice and the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the awards.
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