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Riley Awards Grant for Truancy Program in Etowah County
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $23,000 grant for a program that continues to help teens in Etowah County stay in school, make wise decisions and avoid drugs and violence.
Thirteenth Place Inc., of Gadsden, implements a program called P.E.A.C.E. – Positive Educational Alternatives to help our Children Excel. The program intervenes in the lives of students who may be at risk of falling into truant behavior.
“Reducing truancy makes our communities safer,” said Riley. “I applaud Thirteenth Place for their dedication to encouraging teens to continue focusing on their education and abstain from drugs and violence.”
Through the program, youth learn strategies for conflict resolution and anger management. They also learn about issues involving substance abuse and addiction.
Parents are also encouraged to participate in the program in order to improve their relationships with their teens and improve parenting skills and techniques.

To identify youth who may benefit most from the program, the organization works with the Gadsden city school system’s Early Warning program, a juvenile probation officer, other social service agencies and parents.

Riley notified Leon Goodwyn, president of the organization’s board of directors, that the grant had been approved. Funding for the grant was made available to the state through the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.
-30-
 


Alabama Department of Economic


and Community Affairs





Bill Johnson


Director











Office of the Governor





Bob Riley


Governor








State of Alabama











