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Riley Grants Assist Youth Programs in Shelby, St. Clair Counties
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $41,418 to help youth in Shelby and St. Clair counties make good decisions and stay out of the juvenile justice system.
Family Connection Inc., located in Saginaw, will receive a $23,500 grant for their RECONNECT project, which is designed to divert young people from making self-destructive choices, improve parenting skills and increase family cohesiveness. 
The St. Clair County Day Program, located in Pell City, will receive a $17,918 grant for their Strategic Community Outreach Programs for Enlightenment, or SCOPE, which seeks to reduce the number of factors that put youth at risk of becoming involved with the juvenile justice system.
“Reaching out to first-time juvenile offenders may prevent them from becoming second or third-time offenders,” said Riley. “I applaud the efforts of both of these programs in helping youth make better decisions.”
RECONNECT provides a weekend program that addresses first-time non-violent offenders, allowing local juvenile courts to focus on violent offenders. SCOPE focuses on youth who are excessively truant, expelled or have been suspended at least twice from school for behavioral problems.

Riley notified Susan Johnston, executive director of Family Connection Inc., and Stephanie Bain, president of the St. Clair County Day Program Inc., that he had approved the grants.

Funding for the grants was made available to the state through the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the awards.

-30-
 


Alabama Department of Economic


and Community Affairs





Bill Johnson


Director











Office of the Governor





Bob Riley


Governor








State of Alabama











