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Riley Awards Grant to Reduce Criminal Activity in Wiregrass Area
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $107,000 grant to continue the battle against drugs, violent crimes and child predators in southeast Alabama.
Based in Ozark and implemented by the Dale County Sheriff’s Office, The Southeast Alabama Violent Crime/Narcotics Criminal Intelligence Program collects information on criminal activity and keeps a database of this information. The collected information is distributed to various law enforcement agencies around southeastern Alabama.
“Accurate, up-to-date information is critical for law enforcement,” said Riley. “I applaud the program’s staff for providing that information and helping keep our communities safe.”

The program operates in Barbour, Bullock, Coffee, Covington, Dale, Geneva, Henry, Houston and Pike counties and serves at least 45 law enforcement agencies. 

Four drug task forces currently work in this area. Because drug traffickers can operate in multiple jurisdictions, being able to share information is important in being able to arrest and prosecute offenders.

Riley notified Eunice Hagler, chairwoman of the Dale County Commission, that the grant had been approved. Local matching funds of $107,000 will supplement the award.
Funding for the grant was made available to the state through the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.
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