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Riley Awards Grants for Montgomery County At-Risk Youth
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded grants totaling $224,137 for two programs to help youth who have been suspended or expelled from school turn their lives around and avoid futures filled with drugs and violence.
The Montgomery County Commission received a grant for $191,438 for the Helping Families Initiative, and the Second Chance Program received a grant for $32,699. Both programs provide assistance to help suspended or expelled students in Montgomery County return to school. 
“Some youth don’t make the best decisions the first time around,” Riley said. “I commend both programs for giving these youth another chance and encouraging them to make better choices in their lives.”
The Montgomery County Public School System and the district attorney’s office work together to lead the Helping Families Initiative. The program intervenes in the lives of youth who have been suspended from public school, but not charged with a criminal offense. The type of intervention varies depending on the offense. The effort is helped by local law enforcement, health care and mental health professionals, social services and faith-based organizations.
The Second Chance program was developed in 1998 to provide counseling, supervision, mentoring and academic support for students who had been expelled from school. Once the student has successfully completed the program, the organization will recommend to school board officials that the child be able to re-enroll in school.
Riley notified Elton Dean, vice chairman of the county commission, and William B. Sellers, chairman of the Second Chance Foundation, that the grants had been approved.

Funding for the grants was made available to the state through the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the awards.
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