[image: image1.jpg]




      For Immediate Release:








Contact:
      Tuesday, January 8, 2008








Josh Carples












(334) 242-5525
Riley Awards Grant to Battle Drugs in Madison County
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $150,000 grant to fight the influx of drugs in Madison County and prosecute drug offenders.
The city of Huntsville will use the money to help the Huntsville-Madison County Strategic Counter Drug Team continue its efforts to curtail drug activities in the area. Funding will enable the team to obtain specialized equipment to assist in their operations finding and arresting drug dealers.
“We must be relentless in our efforts to reduce illegal drugs,” said Riley. “The drug team is helping keep communities safe by taking drug offenders off the streets.”

The unit is a collaborative effort that combines the resources of more than a dozen full-time experienced drug agents, support staff from the cities of Huntsville and Madison, the sheriff’s department and the district attorney’s office. To strengthen their area enforcement efforts, the team has expanded to include the city of Decatur and Morgan County.

Riley notified Mayor Loretta Spencer that the grant had been approved. Local funds of $150,000 will supplement the award. Huntsville is the fiscal agent for the drug team. 
Funding for the grant was made available to the state through the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.
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