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Riley Awards Grant to Combat Drugs in Geneva County
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $120,000 grant to help battle the distribution, sale and use of illegal drugs in Geneva County.

The funds will help the Geneva County Drug and Violent Crime Task Force continue investigating drug-related crimes and arresting and prosecuting offenders.
 “Higher crime rates have been associated with the presence of drugs in a community,” said Riley. “The task force is working diligently to protect the people in Geneva County by fighting drugs and prosecuting offenders.”

The task force is a joint operation of the Geneva County Commission, the sheriff’s office, the district attorney’s office and local police departments. They work together to find and destroy drug laboratories and conduct undercover operations to identify and arrest drug dealers.
Some grant funding will go toward equipment used to collect evidence from crime scenes like methamphetamine labs. The unit also conducts undercover operations and gathers intelligence about suspicious purchases of chemicals that can be used to produce methamphetamine.

Riley notified Probate Judge Fred Hamic, chairman of the County Commission, that the grant had been approved. Local funds of $12,000 will supplement the award.

Funding for the grant was made available to the state through the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.
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