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Riley Awards Grant to Help High Risk Youth in Dallas County
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $53,448 grant to change the behavior of Dallas County students who are likely candidates to drop out of school and commit crimes. 

The Dallas County Children’s Policy Council in Selma will use the funds for its mentoring services that provide positive influences for students who have been in trouble with the law. The TEAM program, which stands for Tutoring, Employment, Arts and Mentoring, was created to encourage students to stay in school and steer clear of bad influences. 
“A positive mentoring relationship may provide the encouragement needed to keep these youth from becoming second- or third-time offenders,” said Riley. “I commend the council for helping the youth of this community through this program.”
The TEAM program seeks to prevent juvenile delinquency and rehabilitate youth. The program pairs youth ages 12-17 with carefully-screened adult volunteers from the community. The youth are expected to meet with their mentor at least an hour each week to establish a positive relationship.
These one-on-one relationships serve as a positive example to youth, encouraging them to make decisions in life to better themselves and their community.
Riley notified Dallas County District Judge Robert E. Armstrong that the grant had been approved. Funding for the grant was made available to the state through the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the award.
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