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Riley Awards Grants to Help Parents in Cullman County
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $44,317 in grants to help parents of strong-willed and out-of-control teens in Cullman County get parenting advice and training.
The grants will help the Child Advocacy Center of Cullman continue its Parent Project Program, a curriculum that teaches parents how to intervene in the lives of their teens.
“Good parenting skills are essential to raising teens to be responsible, law-abiding citizens,” said Riley. “I commend the staff of the child advocacy center for teaching parents the necessary skills to raise their children.”
Staff at the center believe that many times the court system and some family agencies undervalue the role parents play in their children’s lives. So in the program, parents learn how to identify, prevent and intervene in negative behaviors such as poor school attendance or performance, school and community violence, alcohol and drug use, gang affiliation, runaway behavior and aggression. During the 10-week series, parents meet for two to three hours for classroom sessions. Parents also form self-help groups in order to maintain the progress made. 

Riley notified Prue Hassell, the president of the organization’s board of directors, that the grants had been approved.

Funding for the grants was made available to the state through the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the awards.
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