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Riley Awards Grant to Keep Pike County Kids Off Drugs
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $63,052 grant to the city of Troy for a prevention program that encourages children to abstain from drug use and violence.
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Pike County, located in Troy, teaches the Promoting Alternative Thinking Strategies program, called PATHS, to elementary students in Troy Elementary School. The program seeks to reduce risk factors for children, including antisocial behavior, academic failure and lack of commitment in school.
“It is important to teach children about the dangers of violence and drug use,” said Riley. “I applaud the organization for their services to the children of this community.”
PATHS contains three components that are taught at different grade levels. The first, taught in kindergarten, teaches self control. The second component teaches first, second and third graders about feelings and relationships. Fourth and fifth grade students learn about interpersonal cognitive problem-solving in the third component, which also helps prepare these students for the transition into middle school.
The organization is also known for its mentoring program, in which they provide traditional one-on-one mentoring to children. Volunteers are carefully screened and trained before being paired with a child. This program helps create a positive influence in the lives of the children in the hopes that they will continue to abstain from drugs, alcohol, violence and truancy.
Riley notified Troy Mayor Jimmy C. Lunsford that the grant had been approved. Funding for the grant was made available to the state through the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the award.
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