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Riley Awards Grant to Aid Abused Children in 
Bullock, Coffee and Pike Counties
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $57,000 grant to help child victims of severe physical or sexual abuse overcome the trauma and begin recovering from the abuse.
The Pike Regional Child Advocacy Center in Troy, the recipient of the grant, responds to abuse reports, provides service throughout the investigation and prosecution of the case and continues with services designed to help the victim recover. The non-profit agency serves Bullock, Coffee and Pike counties.
“The emotional damage from child sexual abuse can be devastating,” said Riley. “I commend the Pike Regional staff for helping families, and especially children, in the three-county region.”
The child advocacy center is designed to lessen the stress for abused children by making it so the child has to tell the details of the abuse only once. The information is used by multiple agencies and law enforcement to provide proper treatment for the victim and as evidence to prosecute offenders. 
The center, which began operations in March 2005, provides medical exams to collect forensic evidence, counseling and help finding other resources for victims and families while keeping the child safe from further abuse.

Riley notified Scherryl Harrison, president of the center’s board of directors, that the grant had been approved. Local funds of $14,250 will supplement the award.

Riley awarded the grant with funding made available to the state through the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the award.
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