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Riley Awards $100,000 for Training at Two Plants in Lee County
MONTGOMERY—Workers at two plants in Auburn will boost their job skills and increase their earning potential thanks in part to grants awarded by Gov. Bob Riley. 
Two grants totaling $100,000 will help workers at MDT Armor Corp. and Rexnord learn new skills to streamline production. 


“Businesses must maintain a highly skilled workforce to succeed in today’s fast-paced 
economy,” Riley said. “I am pleased to help these Alabama workers gain valuable new job 
skills and increase their value to their employers.”


MDT Armor Corp. will use a $50,000 grant to help pay the cost for 57 employees to learn new techniques to increase the speed of production while maintaining high quality-control standards. The company manufactures armor for vehicles used by the U.S. military. MDT officials estimate the training will result in a 10 percent sales increase and boost employees’ long-term earning potential by 5 percent. The company will contribute $50,289 to the training cost.


A $50,000 grant will help Rexnord train 25 employees at its Auburn Coupling Division in 
methods to reduce waste in the production process. The division makes transmission parts used by 
companies in the aerospace and defense industries. Company officials estimate the training will 
increase sales by 5 percent and boost employees’ long-term wages by 5 percent. Rexnord will 
contribute $63,396 toward the training.


Riley awarded the grants from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of 
Labor. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the 
awards. Riley informed Ruth Walker of MDT and Wayne Townsend of Rexnord that the grants 
had been approved.
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