[image: image1.jpg]




      For Immediate Release:








Contact:
      Monday, March 17, 2008








Josh Carples












Larry Childers













(334) 242-5525
Riley Awards Grant to Improve Emergency Medical Care
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $350,000 grant to help Alabama’s emergency medical services provide more effective care to patients.
The Alabama Department of Public Health will use the funds to implement an improved EMS patient care database.  By carefully analyzing the data, state health officials can make adjustments in procedures and training in order to provide the most efficient care possible in emergency situations.
“Every second counts at the scene of a medical emergency,” said Riley. “This grant will help ensure that Alabamians get quick and effective emergency response.”
Each time a paramedic responds to an emergency situation, a report is submitted for inclusion in the database. With that information, state EMS personnel can spot areas that may need improvement and set up protocols, techniques and guidelines to upgrade medical service effectiveness.
The improved system will allow state EMS personnel to identify trends by region. For example, one of Alabama’s six EMS regions may have more stroke emergencies than the others. Such information will be used to plan the most effective way to serve patients in each area, public health officials said.

Riley notified Dr. Donald Williamson, state health officer, that the grant had been approved. Funding for the grant was made available to the state through the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the award.
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