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MEDIA ADVISORY
State Workforce Development Conference Focuses on Preparing Alabamians for Skilled Jobs in Expanding Industries 

Gov. Bob Riley is scheduled to speak about workforce development efforts Wednesday at the annual Alabama Workforce Development Conference in Birmingham. The conference, “Alabama’s Workforce Partners: Creating Pathways to Success,” will focus on ways the state’s workforce development system can further improve to provide the skilled workers needed to continue attracting new and expanding industries to the state. More than 1,000 workforce development professionals from agencies across the state will attend the annual gathering to be held Wednesday-Friday. The conference’s opening session on Wednesday is scheduled to feature Riley, Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs Director Bill Johnson, Alabama two-year college Chancellor Bradley Byrne and a representative from the U.S. Department of Labor. A detailed agenda of speeches, workshops and events on a variety of Alabama workforce topics that may be of interest is available at www.owd.alabama.gov/conference2007.htm.

· Who: Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, workforce development professionals
· What: Annual meeting of state workforce development personnel to discuss ideas and strategies related to workforce development in Alabama. 
· When: Wednesday, 1-4:45 p.m.; Thursday, 8:30 a.m.–5 p.m.; Friday, 8:30 a.m -noon. Riley is scheduled to speak during the opening session on Wednesday from 1-3 p.m.
· Where: Birmingham-Jefferson Convention Complex, opening session will be held in East Ballrooms A and B.
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