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Riley Awards $49,190 to Boost Worker Skills at DeKalb County Plant
MONTGOMERY—Workers at a Rainsville plant will receive training to boost their job skills and help their company reduce its employee turnover rate thanks to a grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.
The $49,190 grant will enable Rainsville Technology Inc. to provide management training to 38 workers who have been promoted from entry-level positions. Two employees will also receive technical training to improve production efficiency at the plant. The company makes molded plastic parts for the automobile industry. 
“To be successful in today’s economy, companies must equip their workers with the latest skills,” Riley said. “I am pleased to help these Alabama workers learn valuable new job skills and increase their earning potential.”
Company officials say turnover at the plant has been high for the past five years. In an effort to reduce the turnover rate, Rainsville Technology is providing supervisory skills training to team leaders who have the most interaction with employees. Participants will learn skills including positive communication, motivation, corrective actions and handling employee conflicts. 
Two employees will receive training in methods to reduce production downtime due to equipment problems. Once trained, the employees will pass their new knowledge along to other technicians at the plant.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Labor. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the award. Rainsville Technology has committed $93,270 for the seven-month training.

ADECA Director Bill Johnson notified Perry Bellomy, vice president of productions at Rainsville Technology, that the grant had been approved. 
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