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Riley Awards Grant to Support Talladega County’s 

Battle Against Illegal Drugs
MONTGOMERY—A specialized law enforcement unit will continue the fight against illegal drugs in Talladega County with the help of a $180,000 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.
The Talladega County Drug and Violent Crime Task Force will use the grant, awarded to the County Commission, to continue investigating drug-related cases and prosecuting drug offenders in the county. 

“The safety of our communities relies on vigilant law enforcement to fight methamphetamine and other drugs that destroy Alabama families,” Riley said. “I commend the task force for taking illegal drugs off the streets and putting drug users and dealers behind bars.”
Agents’ duties include following up on leads from informants and the task force’s tip hotline, conducting surveillance and undercover investigations on suspected drug offenders and   investigating violent crimes related to drugs.

The unit also works to find and destroy methamphetamine labs within the county. From January to June, the task force seized $30,000 worth of methamphetamine and destroyed six labs.

Task force member agencies include the Talladega County Sheriff’s Department, the district attorney’s office and the police departments of Childersburg, Lincoln, Oak Grove, Sylacauga and Talladega.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to Alabama by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.

Riley informed Kelvin Cunningham, chairman of the County Commission, that the grant had been approved. Local matching funds of $180,000 have been committed to the task force.
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