[image: image1.jpg]




      For Immediate Release:








Contact:
      Wednesday, Sept. 5, 2007








Mike Presley












Larry Childers













(334) 242-5525
Riley Awards Grant to Combat Illegal Drugs in Elmore County
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $155,000 grant to support the fight against illegal drugs in Elmore County.
The grant will enable the Central Alabama Drug Task Force to continue investigations and special operations necessary to reduce illegal drugs and drug-related crimes in the county. 

 “The safety of our communities relies on vigilant law enforcement to fight illegal drugs and drug-related crime,” Riley said. “I commend the Central Alabama Drug Task Force for their tireless efforts to investigate arrest and prosecute the users, sellers and distributors of illegal drugs.”

The unit combines the resources of local law enforcement agencies and the District Attorney’s office in the 19th Judicial Circuit to investigate drugs cases and put violators in jail. Agencies participating in the task force include the Elmore County Sheriff’s Office, the Poarch Creek Indian Tribal Police and the police departments of Coosada, Deatsville, Elmore and Wetumpka. 
The unit also participates in state and federal drug investigations targeting large drug distribution networks. Recent joint investigations have targeted individuals smuggling methamphetamine into the county from Mexico and resulted in the arrest and prosecution of a high-level drug distributor. 

Since its start in 1990, the unit has initiated more than 3,800 cases and seized an estimated $39.2 million in illegal drugs. 

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Justice Department. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.
Riley notified Joe Faulk, chairman of the County Commission, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $155,000 have been committed to the task force.
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