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Riley Awards $135,000 for Blount County Drug Task Force
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $135,000 to the Blount County Commission to help fight the distribution, sale and use of illegal drugs in the county. 
The grant will help the Blount County Drug Task Force continue investigating, arresting and prosecuting drug offenders.  The collaborative, multi-jurisdictional unit also educates communities about the dangers associated with the use and manufacture of illegal drugs.

“We must remain aggressive in our battle against illegal drugs,” Riley said. “By combining the resources of local agencies and working cooperatively with federal and state law enforcement, the task force has experienced success in taking drug offenders off the streets. This grant will help the unit continue its vital mission.”

The task force has found close ties between drug activity and violent crimes. Because of these ties, it often assists other law enforcement groups to investigate rapes, homicides, assaults and other violent crimes. The task force also works with state and federal agencies to combat the use, manufacture and trafficking of methamphetamine in the county.

Agencies participating in the task force include the sheriff’s department, the district attorney’s office and the Oneonta Police Department.

Riley informed David Standridge, chairman of the County Commission, that the grant had been approved. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Justice Department. Matching funds of $135,000 have been committed to the unit.
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