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Riley Awards Grants to Improve Highway Safety in Alabama
  
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded grants totaling more than $1.3 million to boost 
enforcement of Alabama’s traffic safety laws and reduce the number of deadly car crashes. 
The grants, awarded to Alabama’s nine regional Highway Safety Offices, will pay overtime wages for increased patrols by local law enforcement agencies across the state. The agencies will target intoxicated drivers and also will step up efforts to enforce speeding, seat belt and child restraint laws.
“Irresponsible drivers needlessly endanger themselves and others on the road,” Riley said. “I am pleased to support this coordinated law enforcement effort to make Alabama highways safer.”

The additional patrols will focus on the high-traffic periods when violations and crashes are more likely to occur.

Riley awarded the traffic safety grants to the following organizations:

· $156,854 to Shelton State Community College for the West Alabama Traffic Safety Office. The office covers Bibb, Fayette, Greene, Hale, Lamar, Marengo, Pickens, Perry, Sumter and Tuscaloosa counties.
· $107,568 to the city of Montgomery for the Central Alabama Highway Safety Office, which serves Autauga, Bullock, Dallas, Elmore, Lee, Lowndes, Macon and Montgomery counties.

· $102,820 to the Mobile County Commission for traffic safety programs in Mobile and Baldwin counties.

--More--
Riley Awards Highway Safety Grants Add 1
· $137,235 to the Etowah County Commission for the Northeast Alabama Highway Safety Office. Counties covered by the office are Cherokee, DeKalb, Etowah, Jackson and Marshall. 

· $272,211 to Northwest Shoals Community College for the North Alabama Highway Safety Office. The office covers Colbert, Cullman, Franklin, Lauderdale, Lawrence, Limestone, Madison, Marion, Morgan and Winston counties.

· $143,777 to Enterprise-Ozark Community College for traffic safety programs in Butler, Coffee, Covington, Crenshaw, Dale, Geneva, Henry, Houston and Pike counties.

· $204,121 to Jefferson State Community College for the increased enforcement of traffic safety laws in Bibb, Blount, Chilton, Jefferson, Shelby, St. Clair and Walker counties.
· $128,351 to Gadsden State Community College for the East Alabama Highway Safety Office, which serves Calhoun, Chambers, Clay, Cleburne, Coosa, Randolph, Talladega and Tallapoosa counties.

· $66,393 to the Alabama Tombigbee Regional Commission for traffic safety programs in Choctaw, Clarke, Conecuh, Monroe, Washington and Wilcox counties. 
Riley awarded the grants from funds made available to Alabama by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the awards.
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