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Riley Awards Grant to Aid Abuse Victims in Blount County 
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $51,247 grant to continue support for a Blount County agency that provides specialized care for children who are the victims of abuse. 

The Blount County Children’s Center will use the funding to help children overcome the scars of mental and physical abuse. Services are also offered to other family members who have no role in the abuse and to adults who suffered from abuse as children. 

“Studies have shown that children who suffer from abuse are more likely than others to turn to drugs and crime and carry that ugly baggage into adulthood,” Riley said. “Intervention by the Blount County Children’s Center gives children a chance to heal and go on to productive and non-destructive lives. I commend the staff for their care and concern and I am pleased to provide this funding.”
The center’s Victim Services Program provides individual and group therapy for victims and non-offending family members. Staff members monitor victims’ progress and help families obtain other essential services. The agency assisted 191 victims in Blount County in 2005-06. 
Riley notified H. Wendell Ellis, president of the Blount County Children’s Center, that the grant had been approved. Local funding of $12,812 has been pledged for the program. 

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant which was provided to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice. 
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