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Riley Awards Grant to Help At-Risk Youth 
In Dallas and Bibb Counties 

MONTGOMERY— At-risk youth in Bibb and Dallas counties who have dropped out of school and face uncertain futures have an opportunity to turn their lives around thanks to a grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley. 
Riley awarded a $450,000 grant to Alabama State Military Department to continue its About Face program. The year-long program, which is coordinated through the state Office of Workforce Development, provides structure for dropouts, ages 16 to 21. It helps them obtain high school diplomas or GEDs and aids them in achieving work skills and jobs.  

“We expect our youth to grow up, complete their education and obtain fulfilling jobs. Yet given the environment of many of our youth that is an improbability without intervention,” Riley said. “This program provides the structure and discipline that are essential in helping youth become responsible and productive citizens.”

About Face, with campuses in Centreville and Selma, serves about 100 youths each year. Most students come from low-income families, have parents who have criminal histories or are reared in environments that limit their chances of success. The program involves a combination of classroom work, job training and work experience. Additional training is also available in many instances. 
Riley notified Maj. Gen. John White of the state Military Department that the grant had been approved. Funding for the grant came from the U.S. Department of Labor and is being administered by the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs. 
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