[image: image1.jpg]




      For Immediate Release:








Contact:
      Tuesday, Aug. 21, 2007








Mike Presley












Larry Childers













(334) 242-5525
ADECA Will Hold Summit to Improve Assistance to Jobless Youth 
MONTGOMERY—The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will hold the Alabama Southeast Regional Youth Summit Aug. 23-24 at Troy University Dothan to ensure youth in the Wiregrass area who are jobless and have no skills training have access to every form of local assistance available to lead them to careers. 

The summit is funded by an $116,000 Shared Youth Vision grant recently awarded to ADECA’s Workforce Development Division by the U.S. Labor Department for a pilot project to improve the coordination and communication between local groups that provide assistance to youths. In many Alabama counties, government agencies and community groups offer a variety of assistance, but sometimes beneficial programs get lost in the mix when multiple agencies are involved. A representative from one county agency may not know of additional assistance available at another agency. 

 “Many resources are available at federal, state and local levels to help out-of-work youths who desire to gain the education and training needed to start a career,” Gov. Bob Riley said. “This summit will help representatives from each Wiregrass county coordinate their efforts to give these youths every chance to become productive citizens.”
Leaders from organizations that serve vulnerable youths throughout southeast Alabama will attend, including key industry contacts, community leaders, faith-based leaders and representatives from economic development agencies and governmental agencies. 
The counties represented at the summit are Barbour, Coffee, Covington, Dale, Henry, Houston, Geneva and Pike. The eight-county area was chosen for the pilot project because of the new industry moving into the surrounding areas, creating jobs. 

At the summit, participants from each county will work together along with a facilitator to build, refine and modify strategies for improving youth services in southeast Alabama.  Participants will have an opportunity to use proven tools and planning concepts to create action plans to be used in each county that connect to the region and the state.  Each county will have a follow-up session with a facilitator three to six months after the summit to gauge the program’s success. 
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