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Riley Awards $369,800 to Help Workers Start Careers in Trucking
MONTGOMERY—A training program will help 128 unemployed Alabama workers crank up new careers in the high-demand trucking industry with the help of a $369,800 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley. 
The grant to the Central Alabama Skills Training Consortium at Southern Union State Community College enables dislocated workers and other qualified Alabamians to enroll in a six-week truck-driver training program conducted in Opelika and Selma. 
“More industries are choosing to call Alabama home, which increases transportation requirements and the need for professional drivers,” Riley said. “I am pleased to support this program that equips Alabamians with the skills needed to begin productive careers in the trucking industry.”
In the program, participants learn all aspects of driving a tractor-trailer, including trip planning, vehicle maintenance, cargo loading, safety procedures and vehicle operations. The skills are taught in the classroom and through on-the-road training. At the end of the course, participants receive their commercial driver’s licenses. 

After completing the program, participants will receive assistance in finding a job. The average starting wage earned after the training is $14-16.50 per hour, program officials said. 

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Labor. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.

ADECA Director Bill Johnson informed Susan Sallato, president of Southern Union, that the grant had been approved. 
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