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Riley Awards Grants to Boost Worker Skills in Jefferson County
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded grants totaling $148,739 to help workers at three companies in Jefferson County learn new job skills that will make their businesses more competitive.
Birmingham Rail and Locomotive Co., O’Neal Steel Inc. and Tricon Metals and Services Inc. each were awarded grants for training to increase efficiency, reduce employee turnover and expand employment opportunities. 

“I’m pleased to help these workers gain new skills needed to help Alabama businesses remain competitive in today’s fast-paced global economy,” Riley said. 

Birmingham Rail and Locomotive will use a $50,000 grant to help pay the cost to train 27 employees in methods to reduce waste during production. The training will help employees gain skills needed to adequately replace several longtime workers who left for jobs in the automobile industry. Officials at the company, which manufactures railroad spikes, estimate the training will increase employees’ earning potential by 2 percent and increase sales by 5 percent. Birmingham Rail and Locomotive will contribute $53,435 of the training cost. 
With a $49,640 grant, O’Neal Steel will train 32 employees in techniques to streamline production at its coil processing facility. High employee turnover coupled with the escalating cost of raw materials has affected the company’s production rate at the facility. Company officials say the training will improve production efficiency by 40 percent, reduce employee turnover by 20 percent and lead to 11 new jobs. The company will assume $50,293 of the training cost.
A $49,099 grant will enable Tricon to train 60 employees in methods to eliminate waste in production. The training will enable workers to perform multiple duties at Tricon, which manufactures steel plates. The company will contribute $386,404 toward the training cost. 

Riley awarded the grants from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Labor.
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the awards. ADECA Director Bill Johnson informed Jo Ann Cary of Birmingham Rail and Locomotive, Christopher White of O’Neal Steel and Ricky Thomas of Tricon that the grants had been approved.
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