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Riley Awards 3 Grants for Worker Training in Jefferson County
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded grants to boost the skills of workers at three companies in Jefferson County. 
The grants were awarded to Alabama Metal Industries Corp., AMPRO Custom Molding and CMC Steel Alabama. The companies will use the grants for training to help workers learn new production skills that will improve efficiency.  
“A well-trained workforce is key to success in today’s global economy,” Riley said. “This training will help these Alabama workers improve their skills, job security and earning potential.”

Alabama Metal Industries will use a $50,000 grant to train 75 employees in methods to reduce production waste. The company, which makes industrial flooring and grating, estimates that the training will improve efficiency and increase sales by 5 percent as well as boost workers’ long-term wage levels by 3 percent. Alabama Metal Industries will contribute $53,105 toward the training cost.
With a $36,671 grant, eight workers from AMPRO Custom Molding will learn a new technique that will allow faster production time and reduce the amount of scrap plastic generated as the company makes custom molds for automobile manufacturers. AMPRO estimates that the training will improve efficiency by 10 percent and boost the long-term wage levels by 20 percent. The company will contribute $42,248 toward the training.
A $49,460 grant will enable CMC Steel Alabama to train 30 workers in techniques to minimize wasted materials in production and increase customer satisfaction. The company, which manufactures structural steel materials, anticipates a 5 percent increase in profits and a 10 percent increase in efficiency. CMC Steel will contribute $64,170 toward the training cost.
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grants which Riley awarded from funds made available to Alabama by the U.S. Labor Department. 
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