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Riley Grant Will Help Wayward Youth

in Tuscaloosa County Get Jobs
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $100,000 grant to the Easter Seals of West Alabama for program that gives juveniles in Tuscaloosa County a second chance at a brighter future. 
Easter Seals will use the grant for its Project for Youth Opport-Unity for out-of-school youth ages 16-21. The program’s goal is to help juveniles turn their lives around and gain long-term jobs. Participants are referred to the program by the Tuscaloosa County juvenile court and social service agencies.

“Troubled youths need guidance and training to set them on the right path,” Riley said. “I am pleased to support this effort to help juveniles become productive citizens.”
The program provides participants with the training and preparation needed to secure a job. Once in the program, participants are assessed for work-related skills and interests. Program staff members develop a plan for each individual. Participants without a high school diploma are enrolled in classes to help them obtain a GED. Those eligible are encouraged to return to high school, where program staff ensures the availability of after-school tutoring.

Participants who have already obtained their GED or diploma are placed in vocational training courses based on their career interests and the results of the assessments. The program has developed internship and apprenticeship opportunities with local businesses to help participants gain experience. After training is completed, the program’s employment specialist helps participants find jobs. 
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Labor Department. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award. ADECA Director Bill Johnson informed Loie Robinson, Easter Seals administrator, that the grant had been approved.
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