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Riley Awards Grant to Discourage Drunken Driving
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $600,000 grant for a media campaign to warn Alabamians that drinking and driving poses a serious threat to everyone on the road and those who violate the law are subject to arrest.
The Alabama Film Office will use the grant to conduct a statewide media campaign to discourage drunken driving. The campaign will begin around Labor Day weekend.  


“No matter how small an amount of alcohol a person has consumed, they risk serious harm to themselves and others when they get behind the wheel of a vehicle,” Riley said. “This media campaign along with increased enforcement of the state’s DUI laws will drive home the point that drunken drivers will not be tolerated on Alabama’s roads.”


The Film Office will produce TV and radio commercials as well as public service announcements about the dangers of drunken driving to coincide the state’s participation in the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s “Drunk Driving. Over the Limit. Under Arrest.” effort in late August and early September. During the period, law enforcement agencies across the state will conduct sobriety checkpoints and increase patrols in an effort to reduce drunken driving.
A portion of the media campaign will be geared toward people who think that because they did not consume a lot of alcohol they can safely drive a vehicle.  People who feel even the slightest effects are likely to exceed the legal level of alcohol in the blood, according to the state Department of Public Safety. 

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the NHTSA. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.
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