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Riley Awards Grant for Domestic Violence Prevention
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $113,485 to support a nonprofit group’s efforts to prevent domestic violence in Coosa, Clay and Shelby counties. 
The grant will enable SafeHouse of Shelby County Inc. to conduct a violence prevention program at area schools and produce materials to raise awareness of domestic violence and the services the organization offers to victims.
“Domestic abuse harms far too many Alabamians,” Riley said. “I commend SafeHouse’s efforts to reduce domestic violence by educating the community about the warning signs and risk factors that lead to abuse.”

Students in middle schools, high schools and colleges will learn about the causes of domestic violence and sexual assault through SafeHouse’s Violence Intervention and Prevention program. The series of hour-long presentations focuses on the risk factors associated with domestic violence and ways to prevent abuse.

The organization will produce public service announcements, brochures and a newsletter to raise community awareness of domestic violence. SafeHouse officials say the materials along with public speaking engagements will help the organization reach victims who are not aware of the services it offers. 


Free services offered by SafeHouse include a secure shelter, counseling, a 24-hour crisis hotline, support groups for victims’ children and advocates to help victims navigate the legal system. 

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant which Riley awarded from funds made available to Alabama by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.


Riley informed Craig Mason, chairman of SafeHouse’s board, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $28,371 will supplement the award.
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