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Program that Assists Violence Victims Receives Riley Grants
MONTGOMERY—Victims of domestic violence and sexual assault in Cullman, Marshall and Winston counties have somewhere to turn for help thanks in part to two grants awarded by Gov. Bob Riley. 
The grants totaling $100,984 will enable Victim Services of Cullman to continue offering emergency shelter and a crisis hotline for victims.  The center also provides outreach services to the community to prevent domestic violence through education and information.


“The compassionate assistance given by Victim Services helps victims overcome their harrowing experiences,” Riley said. “I commend the center for reaching out to victims at a time when they are most vulnerable.”
The organization accompanies victims to the hospital when necessary, offers group and individual counseling, provides guidance through the legal system and helps victims obtain arrest warrants and protection orders.

In addition to services for victims, the organization works to increase public awareness of abuse and its consequences through public service announcements, civic club presentations and workshops.  Victim Services also trains law enforcement officers, medical personnel and others to respond properly to calls for help from victims.

Riley awarded the grants from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Justice Department. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the awards.

Riley informed Patricia Blankenship, president of the center’s board, that the grants had been approved. Matching funds of $25,246 will supplement the awards.
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