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Riley Awards Grants to Continue Hurricane Cleanup Efforts  

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded an additional $17 million in relief funding to Gulf Coast areas of Alabama still recovering from Hurricane Katrina. 

The special Community Development Block Grants are intended to help victims overcome the long-term effects caused when the hurricane struck the area in August 2005. The funding to Mobile County and five municipalities in Mobile and Baldwin counties will be used to repair infrastructure, provide housing and continue the demolition of structures made unsafe by the storm. 

Riley has previously awarded nearly $74 million in CDBG relief funds, including $3.2 million to rebuild Grand Bay Middle School. 

 “In a relatively short time span, Alabama’s coastal area has made amazing progress recovering from this devastating storm,” Riley said. “However, there is much to do before Hurricane Katrina becomes just a bad memory. I am hopeful these grants will speed up the recovery.” 
The six grants announced today are:

· $7.4 million for Mobile County to provide housing or repair housing for families whose homes were damaged or destroyed: 

· $4.1 million for the city of Mobile to provide affordable rental housing for victims; 
· $1.7 million for the city of Chickasaw to repair or replace damaged sewer lines; 
· $1.6 million for the town of Dauphin Island to provide drainage improvements; 

· $1.45 million for the city of Prichard for drainage improvements; and 

· $650,000 for the city of Bayou La Batre for residential cleanup and demolition. 

-More-
Add 1 

The grants were awarded from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  Riley has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grants.

Riley notified Commission President Stephen Nodine and Mayors Samuel L. Jones of Mobile, Jim Trout of Chickasaw, Jeffery Collier of Dauphin Island, Ronald K. Davis of Prichard and Stanley Wright of Bayou La Batre that the grants been approved. 
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