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Workshops Encourage Gas Stations to Bring Biofuels to Alabama 
MONTGOMERY—With the need for alternative energy sources growing every day, four workshops have been scheduled to encourage gas station owners and other interested parties to make biofuels commercially available in Alabama. 

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs and the Alabama Clean Fuels Coalition will host the free forums to explain the benefits of installing pumps for E85 ethanol and B20 biodiesel. Attendees also will learn how they can apply for grants up to $50,000 to help pay for the cost of installing the infrastructure necessary to offer the alternative fuels. 
“Alternative fuels help us protect our environment and reduce our dependence on foreign oil,” Gov. Bob Riley said. “I encourage business owners to take advantage of this opportunity to learn about the support and assistance available for those who make alternative fuels available to Alabamians.” 


The workshops are free and will be held from 8 a.m. to noon at the following locations:

· Sept. 11 at Lawson State Community College for the Birmingham area

· Sept. 12 at Calhoun Community College for the Huntsville/Decatur area

· Sept. 13 at the state Department of Agriculture and Industries for the Montgomery area

· Sept. 14 at Reid Technical College for the Evergreen/Greenville area

For more information about alternative fuels and to register for the workshops, visit www.alabamacleancorridors.com.
The workshops are part of a multi-state program to create a corridor along Interstate 65 where motorists can purchase alternative fuels. In 2006, ADECA’s Energy, Weatherization and Technology Division and the Clean Fuels Coalition, along with organizations in Indiana, Kentucky and Tennessee received funding from the U.S. Department of Energy to create a clean biofuels 
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corridor from Lake Michigan to the Gulf of Mexico.  Included in the grant was $312,000 to install the infrastructure for six retail E-85 Ethanol and five B20 Biodiesel pumps at retail stations along Interstate 65 in Alabama. 
The six areas in Alabama along the interstate targeted for E85 pumps are Huntsville/Decatur, Cullman, Birmingham, Montgomery, Evergreen/Greenville and Mobile. The same areas are targeted for B20 pumps except Mobile, where biodiesel is already available. The sites were chosen based on population, vehicle use, air quality and the number of motorists who travel through on the interstate. 
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