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Riley Awards Grant for Study of Alabama’s Automobile Industry
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $10,000 grant for a survey to document the growing number of suppliers for automobile manufacturers in Alabama and to help attract more companies to the state. 

The University of Alabama in Huntsville will conduct the survey documenting the number of suppliers across Alabama and measuring their economic impact on the state. Local, state and regional economic development officials will use the survey results to develop a strategy for enticing additional automobile manufacturers and suppliers to Alabama.

“Alabama has experienced rapid growth in the automotive industry in recent years,” Riley said. “This study will be a valuable tool as we seek to expand the automotive industry, boost its economic impact and create more high-quality jobs for Alabamians.”
The study will include a list of plants by county, the number of new plants and a summary of auto industry growth in Alabama since 2005 when a similar study was performed.  The Alabama Automotive Manufacturers Association is contributing $10,000 toward the cost of the study. 
The survey results will be presented at the association’s spring 2008 meeting. Business Alabama magazine will publish a special supplement containing the survey results in the July 2008 issue, and the survey will be available online at www.aama.to. 
Riley awarded the grant from state funds. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award. Riley notified Dr. Frank Franz, president of the university, that the grant had been approved.
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