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Riley Awards Grant to Improve Motorcycle Safety 
MONTGOMERY— A $75,390 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley will enable motorists to get a handle on safe driving. 
The grant to the Alabama Traffic Safety Center, which is managed through the University of Montevallo, will be used to continue a statewide motorcycle safety program. The program is offered throughout the year at numerous locations in Alabama. Classes are available for experienced and beginner cyclists.  
“More people are becoming interested in motorcycles either as a form of recreation or to save on the high price of fuel,” Riley said. “I would encourage motorcycle enthusiasts to consider enrolling in this program to learn the rules of the road and safe driving measures.”

In 2006 more than 100 people in Alabama were killed in crashes involving motorcycles, according to the state Department of Public Safety. Sixty people died in motorcycle-related crashes in 2005. 
Funds will be used to purchase 22 additional motorcycles to enable additional courses to be taught throughout the state.  The program, which is recognized by the national Motorcycle Safety Foundation, provides students with basic safety guidelines, updated traffic rules and cycle performance and maintenance instructions. Classes for the beginner are 15 to 17 hours while a five-hour course is offered for experienced cyclists. There is a fee for each course. 

Riley notified Dr. Phillip C. Williams, university president, that the grant had been approved. 
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant. Funding was made available to the state through a program of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. 
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