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Riley Awards $300,000 in CDBG Funds 

to Create Jobs in Lamar County    

MONTGOMERY— A $300,000 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley will help provide 40 new jobs in west Alabama. 
The Community Development Block Grant will fund rail line improvements necessary for the operation of Steel Dust Recycling’s $35 million plant that is being constructed in Lamar County. The plant will reclaim zinc and other metals from steel particles. 

“Steel Dust Recycling not only is providing new jobs for Alabamians, it also has an innovative process for recycling materials that would normally be sent to our overburdened landfills,” Riley said. “I am delighted to welcome this industry to Alabama.”

The rail line will connect the plant, located in the Lamar County Industrial Park near Millport, with a main railroad line. The plant will process more than 110,000 tons of steel dust annually and extract metals that can be used for manufacturing other products. 
Riley notified Commission Chairman Johnny Rogers that the CDBG funding had been approved. Local funding of $200,000 and supplemental grants from other sources will also fund the project. 
The CDBG project was awarded from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant.
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