[image: image1.jpg]




      For Immediate Release:








Contact:
      Wednesday, June 20, 2007







Jim Plott












Larry Childers













(334) 242-5525
State Announces Drought Emergencies for 38 Counties

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has included 19 additional counties to his drought emergency declaration. 

The latest declaration by Riley brings to 38 the number of counties suffering the severe effects of the drought. The declaration follows an assessment by the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affair’s Office of Water Resources
OWR assessments are based on a review of current and anticipated hydrologic conditions, including rainfall, streamflow, reservoir and soil moisture levels.  Lack of rain and record low streamflows and reservoir levels place the majority of the state in a severe to extreme drought with conditions likely to worsen.  

Counties listed under the emergency status, the most severe drought declaration, are: Bibb, Blount, Calhoun, Chambers, Cherokee, Chilton, Clay, Cleburne, Colbert, Coosa, Cullman, DeKalb, Etowah, Fayette, Franklin, Greene, Hale, Jackson, Jefferson, Lamar, Lauderdale, Lawrence, Limestone, Madison, Marion, Marshall, Morgan, Perry, Pickens, Randolph, Shelby, St. Clair, Sumter, Talladega, Tallapoosa, Tuscaloosa, Walker and Winston. 

Additionally, OWR declared 27 counties in the next lowest category – drought warning, with the remaining two Alabama counties, Mobile and Baldwin, listed in a drought watch status.

“While we are thankful for the rains that fell over most of Alabama this week, it was not enough to reverse a drought of the magnitude we are experiencing,” Riley said. “I continue to ask residents to follow restrictions issued by their water providers and conserve water.”

Public and private water systems, as well as other large users, are encouraged to carefully monitor conditions and prepare emergency procedures in the event that the situation worsens.  Drought declaration updates will continue throughout the summer as necessary and will be available on the Office of Water Resources’ web site at www.adeca.alabama.gov/water.

In addition, the Alabama Forestry Commission issued an unrelated drought emergency declaration on June 8 affecting 33 counties and banning outdoor burning.  More information is available on the Alabama Forestry Commission’s web site at www.forestry.state.al.us.
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