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Riley Awards $118,478 for Worker Training in Baldwin County
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded grants to help workers at three businesses in Baldwin County learn new skills and increase their job security.
Brett/Robinson Gulf Corp. in Gulf Shores, DBT America Inc. in Daphne and The Drapery Makery and Canvas Workshop Inc. in Fairhope were awarded grants totaling $118,478 for training to improve customer service and increase efficiency.
“To remain competitive in today’s global economy, Alabama businesses must maintain a highly skilled workforce,” Riley said. “I am pleased to help these workers gain new skills and increase their earning potential.”
Brett/Robinson will use a $50,000 grant to help pay the cost to train 70 employees in customer service and leadership development. The company develops, sells and rents real estate along the Gulf Coast. Brett/Robinson officials anticipate that the training will reduce employee turnover by 25 percent and increase the earning potential of employees who complete the training by 5 percent. The company will contribute $234,720 toward the training cost.

A $44,823 grant will enable DBT America to train all 25 employees in techniques to streamline production by eliminating waste and reducing downtime for maintenance to production equipment. The facility manufactures equipment for underground mining. Company officials estimate that the training will increase sales by 20 percent and increase employee wages by 5 percent. DBT America will contribute $50,184 toward the training cost.

With a $23,655 grant, The Drapery Makery will train nine employees in methods to eliminate production waste and improve communication and teamwork. The company, which manufactures custom draperies, bed linens and outdoor canvas awnings, will contribute $23,738 toward the training cost.

Riley awarded the grants from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Labor. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the funds. ADECA Director Bill Johnson informed William Brett of Brett/Robinson, Michael Stewart of DBT America and Joseph Strange of The Drapery Makery that the grants had been approved.
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